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You need to believe daily; you should tell the Lord specifically, “Lord, I am useless. I accept
your cross. Lord, keep me so that I make no move. Under every circumstance, Lord, You take the
initiative. Lord, You are the Lord and so You live.” Let me tell you, if you thus look to the Lord
and trust Him daily, you will also be able to daily testify that it is indeed no longer you who lives
but Christ who lives in you.

“And that life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in the Sonof
God.” What does Christ living in me mean? It simply means that hereafter I live in the faith of the
Son of G od. I daily believe that the Son of God lives in me. “Lord, I believe Y ou live for me.
Lord, I believe You are my life, and I believe that You live in me.” As I thus believe and so live, I
will no I onger make any move no m atter w hat happens. If one has not 1earned well the basic
teaching of Romans 7, he is a useless person. The basic lesson there is that one should not make
resolutions. In other words, its basic lesson is to see the futility of making resolutions and thus to
quit making th em. I fr esistance is u seless, h ereafter I w ill n ot r esist. | f my a ction is v ain,
henceforth I will not move. I will tell the L ord, “Lord, hereafter I willnotdo itagain.la m
finished.”

Learn to look up, not to do something. We are saved by faith, not by works, and our life is of
faith, not of works. We are saved by looking up to the Lord, and so shall we live in the same way.
Let us look up and say, “It is You, not . As in initial salvation it was not anything I did but what
the Lord did, so today I live on earth not by myself but by the Lord. Learn to believe in the Son of
God. Say to the Lord, “Lord, Y ou are the One whom I believe. E verything depends on Y ou. |
would that You live in me.”

I do not insist that you say these words. But I do ask, do you have this foundation? Brethren,
are you clear about this? Defeat is not caused by less work but by too much of the work of man.
When we are working, God’s grace cannot come to us, and so our sins are not
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forgiven. Likewise, in our much working, the life of the Lord cannot be manifested. This is a
principle to be remembered.

The efficacy of the cross can never be manifested in those who trust in their works. If I always
try to do good, I will not be saved. But when I cease trusting myself and look up to the Lord, then
I am saved. It is the same today. If the cross has not worked in me, I will be working all the time.
In such a condition, for me to say, “Not I, but Christ,” would be empty. [ must learn to condemn
myself. I am such a completely hopeless person that I neither try nor pray. I am just quiet. On this
sure foundation, I raise my head and say, “Lord, I t rust Youto liveinme.I trust Youto be
humble for me. I trust You to overcome for me. I trust You to manifest Your life. You are to live
my whole life for me.” Let me tell you, what you say, the Lord will do for you. If your conduct
contradicts your faith, you cannot expect the Lord to do anything for you. This is something you
must settle thoroughly.

As soon as a person believes in the Lord, he should start to let Christ live in him. He will
immediately experience Christ as his life and he will always be afraid of his own actions. What
Romans 7 re veals is the activity of the dead. The man is already dead, yet he still wants to be
active. Consequently, he destroys the work of God. Let us therefore learn to live before
God—make no move by ourselves, but only move in obedience to the Lord. At that moment, we
can really believe. Unless the foundation is right, the Christian life will always be weak. So new

believers must be helped to this proper foundation. 111
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e Importance of Knowing God’s Will

hat we will now consider is how a believer can know the will of God. for the lack of such
knowledge causes

Before one became a Christian, he lived in the lusts of his flesh, doing the desires of the flesh
and of the mind. By nature, he was a child of wrath. Because he served only himself, he tried to
please his own self in all things. He would do whatever made him happy. But after he believes in
the L ord, he acknowledges J esus of Nazareth as his Lord whom he will serve. Because he is
redeemed, he no longer belongs to himself. He confesses that, having been bought with a price,
he is the Lord’s and to Him he will render his service.

Because of this, from the day he is saved a child of God undergoes a drastic change in his life.
Formerly he felt frustrated if he could not do as he wanted but happy if he could do according to
his desire. Such happiness was derived from his own will. But now, his center is changed, for he
has a Lord. If he still lives according to his own will, as before, he will not be satisfied; on the
contrary, he will feel most uncomfortable.

After you are saved, you discover that the cause of your discomfort lies in following your own
will. The more you do things according to your desire, the less happy you are. But if instead of
following your own thought you learn to follow God by the new life in you, you will have peace
and joy. This, indeed, is a wonderful change. To do God’s will is joyful. Never for a moment
think that following your own will make you happy. The way to happiness is not in following
your will but in following the will of God.

TWnewThis is of great importance, great damage to His
service. h 114 Not I But Christ
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The life we have received has a primary demand: we should walk according to God’s will.
The more we do God’s will, the happier we are. The less we walk in our own way, the straighter
our path be fore God is. If we do not live according to our ow n mind, we will have a more
ascendant l ife in G od’s pre sence. But i fw e follow our ow n will, the g oing will g et ha rder.
Happiness is found in obedience, not in self-will.

This is something which should be shown to new believers. When we believe in the Lord, we
go through a change at the very core of our being. The first question we now ask is, “What shall I
do, L ord?” P aul a sked t his que stion; w e too ask. W henever we meeta problem, w e s hould
humble ourselves under the hand of God, saying, “Not according to my will, but according to
Your will.”

No matter how difficult the circumstance or trial, we are to learn obedience by saying, “Lord,
not my will, but Your Will.” In deciding our future or in choosing our way, we must lay it before
the Lord and say, “Lord, not my will, but Your will be done.”

Brethren, as soon as you become a Christian, you should start to accept God’s thought. His
will alone should govern everything. No one should live according to his own idea. You will be
saved many unne cessary wanderings if you are soft and tender be fore God and learn from the
start to submit to His will. The reason many fail in their Christian lives is because they follow
their own wills. Remember, to walk according to your own will will give you nothing but sorrow
and spiritual poverty. E ventually God will still bring you around to following His will, but He
will have to get your submission through special circumstances or unusual dealings. If you were
not His child, He could let you go. But since you are His child, He will in His own way steer you
onto the road of obedience. All your disobedience will merely cause you to wander unnecessarily.
In the end, you will yet obey.
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How to Know the Will of God

How can we know God’s will? So often we make mistakes. It is not easy for us earth people to
understand God’s will. However, we have one comfort before God: it is not only that we desire to
do God’s will, but also God Himself wants us to do it.

We seek to understand His will, and He calls us to know it. Since He wants us to do His will,
surely He will enable us to understand. Therefore, it is God’s business to reveal His will to us. No
child of G od ne ed worry about how canhe do God’s will when he has no know ledge of it.
Although it is quite difficult to know God’s will, to worry about it is unnecessary. Somehow, God
will make His will known to us.

Let us learn to believe that since God wants us to do His will He will surely make it known to
us. He will use appropriate means to show us what it is. The responsibility of the Master is to
make His will known to the servants; the servants are then to obey. If our attitude and intention
are that of obedience, we shall see that the Lord will be responsible to tell us His will. Were it not
so, then He would be responsible if we did anything wrong. So young believers should learn to
trust God to reveal His will to them.

By what means can you know the will of God? There are three things to which you must pay
attention. When these three factors fit together, you can be rather sure of what the will of God is.
But ifthese three do not line up, if one of them does not harmonize with the others, then you
know you have to wait further before God.

What a re these t hree f actors? T he first is e nvironmental a rrangement; t he s econd, inner
sensing of the guidance of the Holy Spirit; and the third, scriptural teaching. Of course, this does
not mean that they must be in this order; it simply means that all three are necessary and that
when they agree and give the same testimony, 115 116 Not I But Christ
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then you know the will of God. Whenever one of the three does not agree with the others, you
know you must not be hasty but should wait. The point requiring your care is to not be hasty nor
try to force anything. Take action only after these three factors dovetail.

1. ENVIRONMENTAL ARRANGEMENT

Let us look at the factor of environment first. The Bible tells us, “Are not two sparrows sold
for a penny?” (Matt. 10:29). In another place, it says, “Are not five sparrows sold for two pence?”
(Lk. 12: 6). M athematically, i f one penny buys two sparrows, then two p ence would buy four
sparrows. But the Lord says, two pence will buy five sparrows. This shows how cheap sparrows
were. One penny for two, two pence for five, the extra one being added without cost. Yet not
even this fifth sparrow could fall to the ground apart from the will of God.

I do not wish to speak of the first or second sparrow, but of the fifth one. Unless it is God’s
will, this fifth sparrow will not fall to the ground—though it was bought without price, simply
being added to the purchase. Thus, the Bible indicates to us that all environmental arrangements,
all things which happen in the environment, are expressions of the will of God. No one shall fall
to the ground outside of the will of the heavenly Father. Hence, if yousee a sparrow on the
ground you have met with the will of God.

Let us use human hair as an illustration. Africans have at least an aggregate of eighty to ninety
thousand hairs; Chinese have at most a hundred to a hundred and ten thousand; those with light
hair ha ve an aggregate of a hundre d and t wenty t housand ha irs. The range t herefore is from
eighty thousand to a hundred and twenty thousand. E ach day many hairs fall and many hairs
grow upon our heads. Some believe that our ha ir changes completely every few years. Y et our
Lord says, “Thou canst not make one hair white or black” (Matt. 5:36) without the Father’s will.
He also says, “But the very hairs of
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your head are all numbered” (Matt. 10:30). No one knows how many hairs he has. Who has
ever counted his hairs? But God has; He has numbered all of them. No person can make his hair
naturally white or black; it takes the will of God to make such a change.

New believers ought to learn to know God’s will through their environment. There is nothing
in our lives that is accidental. Every day’s happenings are measured by the Lord. We need to see
that e verything in our 1 ives—events, families, husbands, wives, children, schoolmates, relatives
—everything is arranged for us by the Lord. Things which befall us daily are all within the
Father’s ordering. We must learn to know God’s will in the environment. This is the first factor.

Many new believers have not yet learned how to be led of the Holy Spirit; they may know
very little of the teaching of t he Bible. God, though, is still able to guide them, for they can at
least see the hand of God in their environment. This is the very first step.

“Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have not understanding; whose trappings must
be bit and bridle to hold them in, else they will not come near unto thee” (Ps. 32:9). It sometimes
seems as if God has to hold us with bit and bridle, or else we will go astray. We are as ignorant as
the horse and the mule which need to be held by the outward restraint of bit and bridle. As new
believers we may pray in this manner, “Lord, I am an ignorant mule.” Even older brothers and
sisters may also pray, “Lord, I am but a horse or a mule, without understanding. I am not too
clear on Your Word or on Your guidance. Please hold me with bit and bridle and do not allow me
to go astray.”

Trust yourself to the Lord that He will lead you into obedience by placing you in a particular
environment. He is able to do this. Have you ever seen how the duck farmer uses a long staff to

drive his ducks? He uses a staff more than twenty feet long. With this staff he 117 118 Not I But
Christ
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keeps the ducks on the right c ourse. W hen the ducks go to one side, he beats them b ack.
Likewise, you can commit yourself to the Lord saying, “Lord, [ am a horse, I am a mule with no
understanding. But I do not want to go astray. How good it would be if I knew Y our will. But
since I do not, will You please hold me with bit and bridle? I am so void of understanding that I
will run away if You loose the bit and bridle. I ask You to encircle me, to drive me to Y our will.
If I want to run a way, I pray Y ou will interfere. Though I know nothing, I do know pain. So
please interfere when I do not want Your will.”

Do not neglect the arrangement of environment. We need to commit ourselves to the
environmental a rrangement of t he L ord. A Ithough w e are likea horse ora mule, withno
understanding, inglorious, ne vertheless, our being restrained by God is something of exceeding

glory.

I do not know what your experience is, but I often feel that a very big problem with many new
brothers and sisters is their constant striving against environment. They will not submit; rather,
they fightto free t hemselves from t heir pre sent ¢ ircumstances. S uch pe ople ¢ annot but b e
wounded. If they learned to submit to the environment, their path would be much straighter. So
do learn to know that the Lord’s arrangement in your environment is right. Do not resist what the
Lord has done in this respect.

2. GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

We have seen how the hand of God is manifested in our environment. God does not want us to
be like the horse or the mule which has no understanding. He will give us guidance from within.
“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God” (Rom. 8:14). Who can be led
by the Spirit of God? The sons of God can, for the Holy Spirit leads us from within. God will not
only guide us through environment but also will lead us by His life in our spirit. Remember, we
are indwelt by the Holy Spirit; we do have Him in us.
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Because of this, God can make His will known to us in the deepest part of our beings.

What is the guidance of the Holy Spirit? The prophet Ezekiel tells us that when we are born
anew, God gives us a new spirit. “And [ will put a new spirit within you” (Ez. 11:19). He further
shows us, “And I will put my Spirit within you” (Ez. 36:26-27). We need to distinguish between
these two. Does God put His Spirit in us when we are born anew? No, He first gives us a new
spirit, and then He gives His Spirit to us. The “new spirit” is man’s spirit while “my Spirit” is
God’s Spirit. So at the time of new birth, God creates in us a new spirit, the human spirit, and
then He puts His Spirit within us. Our spirit is like a temple, a house for the Spirit of God to
dwell in.

Before we have the new spirit within us, God is unable to give us His Spirit. Were He to do so,
His Spirit would not find a dwelling place. During the deluge, the earth was filled with water.
God’s judgment was upon the whole old creation. When the dove was set free from the ark, she
could find no r est for the sole of her foot. [t was not until the w aters re ceded, the judgment
passed, the old creation perished, and the new creation came in with the new olive-leaves that the
dove, a gain s ent forth, found a placetostay. Soitiswith the S pirit of God. T hrough t he
centuries, God has been most willing to give His Spirit to us. However, man’s spirit is not only
defiled a nd f ull of s in,but 1 sa Isode ad. M an’s s pirit be longst ot he ol d ¢ reation; i ts
communication with God has been cut. Consequently, there is absolutely no possibility for His
Spirit to dwell in man even if He wants to. For the Spirit of God to dwell in man, the man must be
born anew. He needs to have a new spirit within him to provide an abode for the Spirit of God to
indwell.

New be lievers, you ha ve a ne w s pirit, a nd t he Spirit of G od aIso dw ellsin you. T hat
indwelling Spirit of God will tell you what God’s will is. The witness is within you. Thisis a
characteristic of today’s believer: he not only knows through environment but also from 119 120
Not I But Christ
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within. He notonly can see the L ord’s arrangement in his environment but also the L ord
Himself reveals within what His will is. Learn, then, to trust in the guidance of the Holy Spirit
withinyouas wellasinGod’s arrangement of your environment. A t the m ost appropriate
moment, the time of need, the Spirit of God within you will not be dumb but will enlighten you
and show you whether or not the matter is of God.

As soon as one believes in the Lord, he is able to be led by the Holy Spirit. He need not wait
for some future time.

You may re member the story about “The Re sident Boss.” One year I w as re cuperating in
Kuling Mountain and brother Yu was saved. Not long after he was saved, I departed. This brother
drank heavily before he believed in the Lord. He especially would drink more of his homemade
wine during the cold Kuling winter. Now both he and his wife were saved. He hardly knew the
Chinese characters, hence he could not read the Bible very well. One day he prepared some food
and warmed the wine as he had always done in the past. Before he drank, he asked the blessing.
Then he asked his wife whether a Christian could drink wine. His wife answered that she did not
know. He then said it was a pity that Mr. Nee had already left; otherwise he could ask him. The
wife suggested that since the dishes and the wine were ready, why not drink first and afterward
write a letter to ask Mr. Nee.

So he blessed the food again. Still he did not feel right. Being Christians, they felt they had to
know right then if Christians could drink wine. He asked his wife to take out the Bible, for I had
given him a Bible with large print after he was saved. He took a look and was frightened at the
thickness of the Bible. He thought it was really a pity that he had not thought to ask Mr. Nee
about drinking wine while he was still with them on the mountain.



www.biblesnet.com - Online Christian Library

THE WILL OF GOD

Later on, I met him again. I asked him what he had done that day. He said, “I did not drink the
wine. Y ou were not here, and I di d not understand the Bible. But after having blessed the food

three times and thought that now I could drink, the Resident Boss within me would not permit me
to drink. So, I did not drink.”

This story illustrates that if anyone really has the heart to know God’s will, he shall know it.
Only the careless believer is never clear. If a believer means to do God’s will, the Resident Boss
will surely tell him. Y ou see, this is Christianity. Not only is there environmental arrangement,
but also there is the teaching of the Resident Boss.

In order to know God’s will, you need to know something of this inner feeling. However, you
should not overemphasize it lest you fall into analysis. What you should see is simply that God’s
Spirit dwells in the innermost recess of man, that is, in his spirit. That is why the consciousness of
the Holy Spirit cannot be shallow or external; it comes from the depth of your being. It does not
sound like a voice, and yet it is like a voice. It is not exactly like a feeling, and yet it is like a
feeling. The Spirit of the Lord within you will tell you what is His will and what is not His will. If
you are the Lord’s, when you follow the movement of this life, you have the sense of being right.
But if you rebel a little or resist, you feel upset and uncomfortable within you.

Obedience is life to the believer. Do not do anything about which you do not feel peaceful in
heart. Whenever you are not at peace, you know the Holy Spirit within you has been displeased.
How can the Holy Spirit in you be grieved and you still be joyful? If something is of the Lord,
you can undertake it with peace in your heart. [fitis not of the Lord, you will not have peace
within. The more you do it, the less at peace you are and the less assurance you have. That which
is the Lord’s leading will naturally give you peace and life. However, you should not analyze
your inner feeling too much. 121 122 Not I But Christ
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During the past twenty years, I have received enough letters and met enough people to certify
how often Christians try to examine their inner feelings. A fter they are told of the separation of
spirit and soul, they start to analyze themselves day in and day out. T hey inwardly be come a
laboratory w here t hey un ceasingly a nalyze w hat i s ri ght and w hat i s not right. T his i s m ost
unhealthy and is a symptom of sickness. We should not allow God’s children to do that.

Because one is a child of God, he will know what the feeling in the spirit is. If he knows that
something comes from the spirit, that is enough. Should he enter into analysis of his feelings, he
must be led away. We hope that God’s children will avoid that hardship. Do not analyze your
feelings all the time. The only time you need to do that is when there is not enough light. If the
light is sufficient, there is no need for analysis. You will know right away. By the Spirit of God
within you, you will be clear on all things. If you will to obey God, you will know within you
what His will is.

3. SCRIPTURAL TEACHING

The will of God is not only manifested in environment and by His indwelling Holy Spirit, it is
also made known to us through the Bible. His will has been revealed many times in the past, and
this is recorded in the Holy Scripture. God’s will is one will, not two or ten or a hundred or even
a thousand wills. God’s will is one. He does not change today from yesterday. His will remains
the same forever. For this reason, God’s children must know the Bible. In it they will find the
revelation of God’s will.

The way which God views a thing today is the same as He viewed it in the past. What He
condemned be fore, H e c ondemns now. T hat w hich He delighted i n be fore is s till His d elight
today. T he Bible i s t he place w here G od re veals H is m ind. G od m anifested H is ow n w ill
concerning many people and many things in the former days. All these are recorded in the Bible.
Since God’s will is uniform, there are
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already a number o f examples written in the Bible to show us what it is. It is absolutely
impossible for God to condemn something today which He has approved in the Bible. Likewise,
the Holy Spirit today will never lead us to do that which God has already denounced in the Bible.
The will of God is one.

The Bible reveals the will of God in a most comprehensive way. It is not a book telling only
about a few lives or touching upon just two or three items. No, the Bible is most comprehensive;
it covers everything. For a person to know God’s will, he must look into the Bible. He must be
like a judge who looks into the many court decisions of the pastin order to reach the present
decision. The court decision of today is based on the laws of yesterday. God’s will has already
been re vealed i n t he Bible. By 10oking into t he de cisions in His Word ¢ oncerning di fferent
matters, you know what God is after today. God does not change His mind now and then. In
Christ it is all yea and amen. If God decides on anything, He will carry it out to the end.

Therefore, in order to know God’s will, at the very least you have the most trustworthy Word
of God be fore you. In many matters you will be able to know God’s will just by reading His
Word. God will never do t hings differently today from what He did in the Bible. There can be
increase but never contradiction. God’s will is one. For a new believer to know the things of God,
he needs to read the Word of God much. Since he may never have read God’s Word before he
became a Christian, he ought to read it carefully now so that he may learn to know God and His
will.

GOD’S WILL KNOWN IN THE AGREEMENT OF THESE THREE FACTORS

These three factors t ogether m anifest the will o f God—environment, m an’s s pirit, and t he
Bible. By the agreement of these three we learn to know the will of God. What should we do if
we desire to seek God’s will in a particular matter? For us to be sure, 123 124 Not I But Christ
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the methods of knowing God’s will, you still will know it. God must show you His will. He
must reveal His heart to you. He may even use the lightning in the sky to communicate His mind
to you. No believer needs to wait for years be fore he comes to know God’s will. We wish all
believers would present their all to God from the very first day. Rather that they should offer their
hearts than that the Christian standard be lowered. 129
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